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Cherry Blossom Boat Tour
Frequently Asked Questions


About 
1. What is the Cherry Blossom Boat Benefit?

In celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the National Cherry Blossom Festival, Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region is hosting a Cherry Blossom Boat Tour for our donors. With a tax-deductible donation of $20.00, donors receive a 50-Minute boat cruise aboard one of our Historic Chesapeake Bay Buy Boat along the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers. 
2. What exactly is my donation used for?

100% of the proceeds of your tax-deductible donation fund the Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region shipboard scholarship fund “All Hands On Deck.” These grants are given to schools with children in underserved communities to fund outdoor environmental education opportunities. For more information about the shipboard program, please view our youtube video here: http://youtu.be/HKTvbCb6RdA 
3. What is the boat like?
The Cherry Blossom Boat Tour is chartered on the Living Classrooms Foundation vessel, Mildred Belle. Mildred Belle is a historic Chesapeake Bay buy boat, built in 1948 for the transport of oysters and other cargo. Today, the Mildred Belle serves as the Foundation’s educational research vessel, where students use scientific equipment on board to study plankton, water quality, navigation and more. 
4. Where does the Cherry Blossom Boat travel? 

The boat travels along the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers. The boat does not go into the Tidal Basin. See the sample route below: 
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5. Is the boat handicap accessible? 

Yes, we can accommodate everyone. Please call for more information: 410-409-1287.  

6. Is there a restroom on board?
Yes, we do have facilities on board.
7. Who is driving the boat?

Our highly trained ship captains are both Coast Guard Certified to operate commercial vessels and have more than 40 years of experience between the two of them. 
8. What kind of wildlife might I see?

The Anacostia River is home to a variety of birdlife including osprey, cormorant, great blue heron and swallows. On our educational boat programs our students fish with a  trawl net and meet white perch, spot tail shiners, channel cat fish and pumpkin seed sun fish.
Trip Bookings
9. When is the Cherry Blossom Boat Cruise available?

The Cherry Blossom Boat Charter is available Monday-Friday after 4:00pm- 8:00pm or Saturday and Sunday between 9:30am-8:00pm. For the most available dates and times, please check our reservation pages at: http://cherryblossomboat.eventbrite.com. If the dates and times you are looking for aren’t currently listed, please check back as we add more slots. 
10. How do I redeem my Groupon deal?

For Groupon bookings, please visit the reservation page at http://cherryblossomboat.eventbrite.com. Select the date and time you prefer, and choose 2 tickets. Select the “Promotional Code” button and type in your Groupon voucher number. Then, redeem your tickets online! 

11. Can we reserve the boat for a group?
Yes! For group reservations, please contact us at boatcruise@LivingClassroomsDC.org. 
12. Are there age restrictions and how many people can be accommodated?

The boat will accommodate 26 guests.  The Cherry Blossom Boat Cruise is for all ages. Children under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Children ages 5 and under are free. 
Planning My Trip
13. Where is the Cherry Blossom Boat docked?
Our boats are docked at Diamond Teague Park, 100 Potomac Avenue, SE Washington, DC 20003. The dock is two blocks from the Navy Yard Metro (Green Line), next to the Nationals Baseball Stadium. The boat will leave and return at this location.
14. Is there parking available by the dock?
There are paid parking lots and meter parking surrounding the dock area. We do encourage public transportation, and our dock is conveniently located within two blocks of the Navy Yard Metro (Green Line). 
15. How do we walk there from the metro?
Take the Green Line metro to the Navy Yard stop. Exit the metro by following the signs to the Department of Transportation. Emerge on M Street and New Jersey, and turn right one block to First Street SE. Turn left on First Street and walk two blocks to the waterfront. Look for the M/V Mildred Belle vessel and our happy Living Classrooms crew in green shirts! 
16. Are we allowed to bring food and beverages?

Yes! Please bring your own food and beverages. Alcoholic beverages are permitted, but please drink responsibly and be respectful of other passengers. 

17. What should I wear?

Please wear closed-toes shoes and dress in comfortable, casual attire. You should dress in layers and prepare for any weather.

18. What happens on rainy / cold days?
Our boat trips run rain or shine!  In the event of government closings due to inclement weather, we will work with you to reschedule the trip.
Health & Safety 

19. Is the water very choppy? Should I be worried about getting sea sick?

The rivers are protected by land and are therefore do not get rough. Our boats travel at a slow and relaxing speed of 7-8 knots (or 8 miles/hour).  

20. Do you have life vests?

Yes, as a Coast Guard Certified vessel we are required to have life vests on board. We also have life vests available for you to wear and strongly recommend children to wear them as part of the experience! 

Refunds and Cancellations
21. What if I need to cancel my tickets?

Programs cancelled more than a month in advance of the event date will be given a 100% refund.  Programs cancelled less than a month in advance of the event date will be given a 50% refund.  Programs cancelled less than two weeks in advance of the event date will not be refunded. Based on availability, you may transfer your trip to another day.
22. What if I need to cancel my Groupon tickets?
For Groupon ticketholders, please contact Groupon Services for cancellations and refund. Based on availability, you may transfer your trip to another day.
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